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Nursery care is provided in the education wing. All children are welcome in our 
worship services. We have provided a quiet play space in the north west corner of the 
nave for young ones. 

Please silence cell phones.

Welcome 

officiant: The Very Rev. Dr. John P. Downey, Dean
the cathedral of St. paul choir and choriSterS 

choirmaSter: Sharon Downey, Canon Musician
organiSt: Ethan LaPlaca

Verger: Bob Guerrein
acolyteS: Christian, Kelsey and Brennan Jeffery

uSherS: Kristi Leighton, John Guerriero, Ed Palattella, Rob von Thaden

Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong which makes visible the many ways the 
Cathedral is connected with the wider civic and religious community. There simply is 
no “cathedral” in any meaningful sense without these connections. The bishop’s chair 
(cathedra) indicates that we are part of something much greater than those who are 
formally members of the cathedral congregation. And deep in the history, sensibilities, 
and practices of the Anglican/Episcopal way of being Christian is an awareness that we are 
part of and concerned for the whole of society. The boundary between members of the 
congregation and members of the wider community is a porous one. 

I am most grateful for these wider connections and for this service which brings so many 
of them together. The Cathedral of Saint Paul cannot be a cathedral without its members. 
The Cathedral also cannot be a cathedral without the wider community beyond its 
members and beyond its walls. The life and ministry of a cathedral dean is set within and 
among these connections and I rejoice in all of them. It has been my privilege to serve in 
such a life and ministry.

~ The Very Rev. Dr. John P. Downey, Dean

This photo was taken just before the final Evensong sung by our Cathedral Choir 
during their residence as the visiting choir at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
last summer. Cathedral Choir member Brent Weber beautifully captured this 
reflective moment, one of many in the past few years when I was aware that the 
work I was given by God to do with the Cathedral of Saint Paul was coming to 
an end. I am grateful for what has been, and hopeful for what will be.
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Voluntary “Nun Danke Alle Gott”  J. S. Bach/Virgil Fox                  

Please stand as the Clergy and Choir enter 

Introit  “A Prayer for the Evening”             Michael Sitton (b. 1958)
O Lord, support us all the day long, Until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the 
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy grant us 
safe lodging and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.  (John Henry Newman 1801-1890)

The Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
 own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to
 have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to
 have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Bishop alone stands and says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, 
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

All stand.

The Preces    John Sanders (1933-2003)
Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir   And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.
Choir   O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Officiant  Praise ye the Lord.
Choir   The Lord’s name be praised.

hymn 410 “Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” Lauda anima

Please be seated.

Psalm 119:89-96 (Sung by the Choir)  Anglican Chant by John Camidge (1790-1859)
O Lord, your word is everlasting; *
 it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness remains from one generation to another; *
 you established the earth, and it abides.
By your decree these continue to this day, *
 for all things are your servants.
If my delight had not been in your law, *
 I should have perished in my affliction.
I will never forget your commandments, *
 because by them you give me life.
I am yours; oh, that you would save me! *
 for I study your commandments.
Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy me, *
 I will apply my mind to your decrees.
I see that all things come to an end, *
 but your commandment has no bounds.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

hymn 24 “The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended”                                       St. Clement

Closing Prayers

The Grace

Voluntary “Toccata” from Symphony No. 5  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

Please join us in Downey Hall 
(exit the door to the west of the pulpit and continue down the corridor)

 for a reception in honor of Dean Downey.
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THE LESSONS

The First Lesson: EcclEsiastEs 3:1-7; 7:8, 10, 13-14
Read by Joseph Schember, Mayor of Erie
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to 
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak; Better is the end of a thing than its beginning; the patient in spirit are better than the proud 
in spirit. Do not say, “Why were the former days better than these?” For it is not from wisdom that 
you ask this. Consider the work of God; who can make straight what he has made crooked? In the 
day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider; God has made the one as well as 
the other, so that mortals may not find out anything that will come after them.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Magnificat (lukE 1:46-55) (Sung by the Choir) A. Herbert Brewer (1865 - 1928)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded  
 the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth 
 all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
 and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him 
 throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Officiant  
Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we 
are placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Choir   Amen.

A Collect for Sundays
Officiant  
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared for 
us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, 
may praise thee in that City of which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and 
ever. 
Choir   Amen.

A Collect for Mission
Officiant  
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, 
all nations obey thee, all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee 
and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir   Amen.

Remarks

Kathy Dahlkemper, Erie County Executive

Thomas Tupitza, President at Knox McLaughlin Gornall & Sennett, P.C

Michael Victor, President of Mercyhurst University

Lydia Andraso, Cathedral of Saint Paul

hymn 529 “In Christ there is no East or West”                                         McKee

The Rev. Canon Dennis Blauser, Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania

The Rev. Aidan Smith, Provost of Trinity Cathedral, Pittsburgh

The Rev. Ralph Jones, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (retired)

The Rt. Rev. Sean W. Rowe, Bishop, Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania
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The Second Lesson: 1 corinthians 3: 4-11
read by Rev. Dale Snyder, Pastor, St. James A.M.E
For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely 
human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the 
Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who 
plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to 
the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one 
can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Nunc Dimittis (Sung by the Choir) A. Herbert Brewer (1865 - 1928)
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
 according to Thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
 which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
 and to be the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and people together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lesser Kyrie   John Sanders (1933-2003)
Officiant  The Lord be with you.
Choir   And with thy spirit.
Officiant  Let us pray.
Choir   Lord, have mercy upon us.
  Christ, have mercy upon us.
  Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer  (Sung by the Choir)
Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Suffrages          
 

Officiant  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir   And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant  O Lord, save the state.
Choir   And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir   And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant  O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir   And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir   Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir   And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 


